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DR GABRIEL THOMAS DADOUR 

Condolence Motion 
MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [2.01 pm] — without notice: I move — 

That this house records its sincere regret at the death of Dr Gabriel Thomas Dadour and tenders its deep 
sympathy to his family. 

Dr Tom Dadour was a compassionate general practitioner, a dedicated activist for his local community, and a 
popular member for Subiaco for 15 years. Tom Dadour was born in Sydney in 1925, educated at Sydney Boys 
High School, and graduated from Sydney University with a Bachelor of Medicine and Surgery. His studies were 
put aside in April 1945 following his enlistment in the Royal Australian Navy. He served on HMAS Hobart and 
in the occupation forces in Japan. In 1953 he moved to Western Australia, and in 1957 commenced his 
longstanding general practice in Subiaco. 

Tom Dadour’s interest in sports medicine and involvement in the local community led to an enduring 
involvement with the Subiaco Football Club. He became the club doctor in 1957 and maintained his involvement 
with the club for the next 50 years, including serving as club patron for the last 16 years. His contribution was 
recognised with life membership, in 1970. He was also awarded life membership of the Subiaco Junior Football 
Club in 1967. In that same year, 1967, he was elected to the Subiaco City Council and remained an elected 
councillor until 1977—long after his election to Parliament. In 1970, the Liberal Party sought a fresh candidate 
for the seat of Subiaco, held by the retiring Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, Hugh Guthrie, who held the 
seat by a majority of just 98 votes. Tom Dadour accepted Liberal nomination and contested the 1971 election 
that resulted in the defeat of the Brand coalition government. Despite that overall outcome, Tom Dadour 
achieved a notable swing in Subiaco, winning by over 1 100 votes. Tom Dadour was re-elected four times, 
gaining a very large majority in the elections of 1977 and 1980. A redistribution prior to the 1983 election 
removed Shenton Park from his seat, and most of the suburb of Subiaco, and brought in Leederville and Mt 
Hawthorn. Nonetheless, he prevailed by over 400 votes in an unfavourable election climate for the Liberal Party. 

Tom Dadour was an outspoken member of Parliament, unafraid of criticising the Sir Charles Court coalition 
government on issues about which he was passionate. He strongly opposed the closure of the Perth–Fremantle 
railway, and crossed the floor to vote against contentious electoral changes in 1977. He was also a strong 
advocate of anti-tobacco measures—perhaps ahead of his time. Tensions with party colleagues contributed to his 
resignation from the Liberal Party in 1984 and his decision to complete his final term as an Independent.  

Throughout his political career, Tom Dadour maintained his medical practice and extensive community 
involvement. He continued to be active in the community well after his retirement from Parliament in 1986, as 
testified by numerous accolades. He became a Freeman of the City of Subiaco, and in 2000 the Tom Dadour 
Community Centre in Bagot Road, Subiaco, was named in his honour. He was awarded Member of the Order of 
Australia in 2001 and the Centenary Medal commemorating 100 years of Federation, in 2003. His commitment 
to football was acknowledged by the AFL Merit Award, the Outstanding Voluntary Service to Football Award, 
and the Australian Sports Medal. Tom Dadour set a fine example of citizenship. 

On behalf of the Liberal Party and members of this house, both past and present, I express our condolences to his 
family and friends for the loss of a medical practitioner, war veteran and strong-minded servant of the Western 
Australian community.  

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont — Leader of the Opposition) [2.05 pm]: On behalf of the opposition, I join the 
Premier in extending our sympathies to the family of Tom Dadour. Tom was a very popular doctor, local 
member of Parliament and council member in the Subiaco area. He served in the Royal Australian Navy, 
including in the British Commonwealth Occupation Force in Japan following the end of the Second World War. 
He was made a life member of the Subiaco Football Club, and was recognised nationally with the AFL Merit 
Award, the Outstanding Voluntary Service to Football Award and the Australian Sports Medal. He was a 
member of the Australian Medical Association and the police and citizens association, and he was a Rotarian.  

He was a person who was fiercely interested in the welfare of his community, and fiercely independent. He was 
not in Parliament when I arrived, but he was part of the immediately preceding generation of politicians; his 
name was still mentioned often and he was still spoken about. Collectively, members of the Labor Party liked 
him because of his outspoken independence and his preparedness, on occasion, to do difficult things from the 
point of view of the Liberal Party leadership. However, there was at least one story surrounding a celebrated 
altercation with my predecessor, Mal Bryce, that indicated that he did not always see eye to eye or have general 
agreement with members of the Labor Party. He was a very difficult member for the Labor Party to dislodge, and 
we never succeeded in dislodging him, although intense efforts were made at various times. At one stage in my 
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political career I was a member of the Subiaco branch of the ALP, so I was part of those efforts to secure Labor 
representation in Subiaco. They were not successful until Tom Dadour retired.  

Today we celebrate the life of someone who was an old-style member of Parliament in WA in many ways. He 
was a fiercely independent representative of his community—a character who will be remembered long after the 
names of people who served on the frontbench will have been forgotten. On behalf of the state Parliamentary 
Labor Party, I extend my sympathies to Tom’s family and friends.  

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Deputy Leader of the National Party) [2.08 pm]: I rise to support the 
motion on behalf of the National Party. As previous speakers have indicated, Dr Tom Dadour was a respected 
member of this place, the Royal Australian Navy and the Subiaco Football Club, and he was respected by his 
Subiaco constituency and generally by the public of WA. His parliamentary service and other achievements have 
been well recognised today by the Premier and the Leader of the Opposition, and I endorse those comments.  

It was in the area of football that I knew Tom Dadour. As the Premier and Leader of the Opposition pointed out, 
Tom made an enormous contribution to football and to the Subiaco Football Club, serving it for more than half a 
century, primarily as club doctor and also as patron for many years. Being made a life member of the club in 
1970 was a testament to his outstanding dedication and service. Also, in 1967, Tom Dadour was made a life 
member of the Subiaco Junior Football Club. He was named as one of the inaugural 100 diehards in the club’s 
centenary year in 2000, and the club’s medical rooms were named in his honour in 2007—a lasting reminder of 
the many weekends he spent in that environment. Other sporting recognitions, such as the AFL Merit Award and 
the Australian Sports Medal, were again well-deserved acknowledgements of his contribution. On behalf of the 
Parliamentary National Party, I express our condolences to Tom’s families and friends.  

DR J.M. WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [2.10 pm]: I would like to join in this condolence motion and support 
what has been said by the Premier, the opposition and the National Party. Tom Dadour was a great member of 
this Parliament and in many ways ahead of the times. In 1982 he was the first person in Australia to introduce a 
tobacco products bill to try to stop the advertising of tobacco. The bill was originally drafted by David Malcolm, 
QC, and was offered to the Minister for Health of the day to introduce in Parliament. However, the government 
took no action on the bill. Dr Dadour was approached by Bill Musk and asked if he would introduce the bill as a 
private member’s bill. His response was, “Bill, I never thought you’d ask.” The Smoking and Tobacco Products 
Advertisement Bill 1982 had strong support from the Australian Medical Association and was the first 
Australian bill to propose banning tobacco advertising. The bill passed the lower house, but failed narrowly in 
the upper house. However, it was a sign of things to come. In his second reading speech Dr Dadour made his 
intentions known — 

This Bill is only part of a total programme to establish non-smoking as the social norm. Elements of a 
total programme are variously proposed as— 

(1) Prices increases;  

(2) removal of cigarettes from the Consumer Price Index;  

(3) reduction of outlets; for example, vending machines;  

(4) bans on sales to those under a certain age;  

(5) stronger and more attention-catching warnings on packets;  

(6) anti-smoking advertisements which could have twice the effect of cigarette advertising; and  

(7) a complete ban on all forms of advertising and promotion.  

Furthermore, he said — 

Tobacco smoking mostly in the form of cigarettes is recognised to be the largest single cause of 
preventable premature deaths in the western world. It was established in 1978 that 16 000 premature 
deaths were caused by cigarette smoking in Australia with more than 1 200 occurring in Western 
Australia. 

Tom Dadour was a great advocate in this house for public health and I am sure he will be missed by many 
people. I offer my sympathies to his family.  

MR T.G. STEPHENS (Pilbara) [2.12 pm]: I was a member in the other house when Dr Tom Dadour was also a 
member of Parliament. We had a friendship at that time for a range of reasons. Dr Dadour was a liberal in the 
Liberal Party at a time when that was rare. He was a genuine liberal with a passion and commitment to issues of 
social reform and change. At times that marked him out for collaboration with people on this side of the house 
and conflicts with colleagues on his own side of the house. Tom Dadour had a close working relationship with 
Ian Thompson, who went on to become Speaker. During the condolence motion for Ian Thompson, I told the 
house about the particular episode in which Tom Dadour loomed large, which related to protecting the voting 
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rights of Indigenous people when the first change to the Electoral Act was proposed by the Sir Charles Court 
government back in 1977.  

There was much media coverage of Dr Dadour again falling afoul of his party towards the end of his career. The 
television coverage was a source of some controversy in the bar here in the Parliament. I had become friendly 
with Tom and I was sympathetic to the circumstances with which he was faced; he was isolated then on his own 
side of Parliament and the subject of some considerable derision from those with whom he did not see eye to 
eye. I expressed loudly my empathy and sympathy towards him. That led to me being punched on the jaw by the 
then member for Lower North Province for expressing some sympathy for Dr Dadour’s plight. I could never 
quite understand how the two events came together, but nonetheless that is what happened; I was sympathising 
with Tom and the next minute I had a punch on the jaw from Phil. I suppose it was a time when politics was 
played pretty rough and tough around this place.  

Mr C.J. Barnett: They were the days!  

Mr T.G. STEPHENS: That led to Hon Philip Lockyer being charged and let off as a first offender—I later 
found out he was not! 

During Dr Dadour’s career he championed the cause of people whose interests were not always considered with 
sympathy and concern by the majority in this place. His achievements in his own community as not only a 
member of Parliament but also a medical practitioner will be his long-lasting legacy. He was replaced in the 
Parliament by Dr Carmen Lawrence, with whom he had a close working relationship, and that meant that his 
community benefited from his experience long after his departure from his role as a parliamentarian. My 
sympathies go to his family. He was a friend to many people who served in the Parliament at that time, including 
those of us on this side of the house. 

The SPEAKER: Members, in order to support this motion, I ask you to stand and observe a minute’s silence.  

Question passed, members standing. 
 


